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U.S. imperial ¡sus. 
Get Out of El Salvador! 

Workers and all progressive people! With every passing day the 
Reagan admlnistration is sending more weapons and more mllitary 
advisors to El Salvador. U.S. imperíalism is rapidly escalating its 
intervention to rescue its puppet junta of fascist generáis in the face 
of the powerful liberation struggle of the Salvadorian people. The dis- 
patch of Green Berets to Ei Salvador brings home the Iikeness to 
the early days of the U.S. war of aggression in Indochina. 

The American people have not forgotten the genocida! crimes of 
U.S. imperialism in Southeast Asia! We must not give the Reagan 
government a free hand In Its criminal intervention ln Central Amer- 
ica! Take np the mass struggle ln solidarity with the brave Salvador- 
ian workers and peasants to drive U.S. imperialism out of El Sal- 
vador! 

The People of El Salvador 

Have Risen in Revolution Against 

Merciless Exploitation and Fascist Tyranny 

For over a year and a half El Salvador has been in the gríps of 
nationwide civil war. This is a struggle between the four million 
workers, peasants and other toiling and freedom-loving people on the 
one side, and a small oligarchy of big capitalists, coffee plantation 
owners and fascist generáis and their U.S. imperialist backers on the 
other side. 

For decades the people of El Salvador have suffered unbearable 
tyranny and misery. The workers are mercilessly exploited at the 
hands of the big capitalists and the U.S. imperialist and other multi- 
national corporations. Slaving for these local and U.S. companies, the 
workers' wages average $4 a day. A handful of rich landlords owns 



some 60% of all the land while the majority of peasants are landless 
and have been forced into peonage on the huge coffee plantations. 

This super-exploitation has been enforced through open and sys- 
tematic terror against the Salvadorian people. For 50 years the work- 
ers and peasants have languished under the boot heel of one military 
dictatorship after another. The present U.S.-backed military junta is 
but the latest government of fascist executioners in the service of the 
U.S. multinational corporations and the local oligarchy. 

Today the Salvadorian people have risen to their feet in revolution- 
ary struggle against the military junta and against the inhuman ex- 
ploitation and oppression at the hands of the oligarchy and U.S. 
imperialism. The workers, peasants and youth have hurled them- 
selves into the liberation struggle. Strikes, factory occupations and 
land seizures have swept the country. The armed masses have tied 
down the fascist National Guard in fierce battles both in the country- 
side and in the workers' districts of the cities. Last January, for 
example, the revolutionary fighters wiped out many units of the 
junta's armed forces and seized the military garrisons in the province 
of Chalatenango, and in the cities of Santa Ana and San Francisco 
Gotera. 

The military junta has responded to the people 's liberation struggle 
with a policy of extermination. It has unleashed a reign of ferocious 
terror against the population. Countless thousands of the finest sons 
and daughters of the workers and peasants have been murdered in 
cold blood. Even 10 year oíd children are treated as suspected 
"terrorists" to be arrested, tortured and murdered. The government 
troops have resorted to wholesale massacres of the peasants, burning 
their homes and fields in Viet Nam-style "search and destroy" 
operations. The National Guard and the pólice are assisted in their 
bloody work by the right-wing paramilitary organizations such as 
ORDEN. These fascist gangs have been set up and armed by the 
wealthy families of the oligarchy (many of whom have already sought 
refuge in Miami) for the solé purpose of terrorizing the population 
through kidnappings, assassinations, etc. 

But the brutal terror of the junta and the oligarchy has only 
strengthened the fighting resolve of the brave workers and peasants 
of El Salvador. At the same time, support for the democratic, anti- 
imperialist revolution has spread to the widest sections of the popu- 
lation, placingthe military junta in total isolation and in deep internal 
crisis. 






Reagan Is Rapidly Escalating U.S. Intervention 

The U.S. imperialists are deeply concerned about the fate of the 
fascist junta and the profits of the U.S. multinational corporations 
operating in El Salvador. The Reagan administration has declared 
that keeping in power the bloodstained butchers in San Salvador is 
"the central testing ground of U.S. foreign policy." Therefore, to 
beef up the junta's armed forces Reagan has sent another $25 million 
for M-16 rifles, grenade launchers, helicopters and other military 
hardware. This comes on top of the $10 million of military aid which 
Cárter had ordered before leaving office. Cárter had also dispatched 
several teams of military "advisors" to direct the counterinsurgency 
operations of the junta's National Guard and pólice. Now Reagan has 
sent more troops including 15 Green Berets which bring the official 
number of U.S. military personnel, according to the State Depart- 
ment, to 56. But on top of this there are many more CÍA agents, 
"civilian" advisors, and hired U.S. mercenaries who have been sent 
down to bolster the junta in its attempts to drown the liberation 
struggle of the Salvadorian people in blood. On March 24, Reagan 
doubled U.S. "economic aid" to the junta, to $126.5 million, much of 
which also goes towards military purposes. 

Furthermore, U.S. intervention extends beyond the borders of 
El Salvador. 

U.S. imperialism has not been reconciled to the defeat that it 
suffered with the overthrow of the fascist dictator Somoza in neigh- 
boring Nicaragua and is plotting for a restoration of the oíd status 
quo in that country. At the same time the liberation struggle of the 
Guatemalan people is rapidly gaining strength against the fascist 
U.S.-backed military government. The U.S. State Department and 
the Pentagon are pursuing a regional interventionist strategy aimed 
at putting down the mounting wave of anti-U.S. imperialist struggle 
which is sweeping Central America. Among other things this strategy 
includes efforts to coordínate the military forces of El Salvador, 
Guatemala and Honduras along with the remnants of Somoza's 
infamous National Guard and other fascist forces. U.S. arms and 
military advisors are also being poured into Guatemala and Honduras 
for this purpose. 

Reagan tries to claim that the escalating U.S. involvement in El 
Salvador cannot be compared to the early days of the U.S. war in 
Indochina. But the comparison is quite apparent to the whole world. 
In the early 1960's Kennedy dispatched military "advisors" and 
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Grccn Bcrcts into Laos and then into Viet Nam. This was one of the 
tirst steps towards a full-scale genocidal war waged in a desperate 
cffort to smother the roaring flames of the liberation struggle of the 
heroic Indochinese people. War dog Reagan openly crows about the 
"noble cause" of U.S. imperialism's hideous and barbarie aggression 
in Indochina which ended as a most ignoble disaster for U.S. impe- 
rialism. And with the introduction of military advisors into the civil 
war in El Salvador he is committing U.S. imperialism to a similar 
debacle in Central America. 

With its intervention in El Salvador U.S. imperialism is sliding 
deeper and deeper into the quagmire of aggression against the libera- 
tion struggles of the Central American peoples which are erupting 
with the forcé of powerful volcanoes. Despite all of Reagan's lying 
promises to the contrary, there is no "light at the end of the tunnel" 
to the U.S. escalation in Central America any more than there was in 
Indochina. 

No Amount of Lies Can Cover 
the Bloody Tracks of U.S. Imperialism 

Reagan and the State Department have been raising a big hue and 
cry that the conflict in El Salvador is the product of "Soviet terror- 
ism." Reagan even tries to claim that he is dispatching Green Beret 
counterinsurgeney teams to El Salvador only to prevent the Soviet 
Union and Cuba from "seeking to impose a military solution in a 
small, third world nation"! What an outrageous hoax! This big lie is 
presently at the top of the list of a whole series of big lies to cover 
the bloody tracks of U.S. imperialism in El Salvador. 

The present-day Soviet Union is indeed a social-imperialist mon- 
ster and Cuba has in fact been reduced to being its neo-colonial slave. 
The Soviet new tsars have themselves become bogged down in a 
Viet Nam-type war of aggression in Afghanistan. But in El Salvador 
it is U.S. imperialism which is propping up a hated dictatorship and 
which has sent in military personnel to massacre the people just as 
the Soviet social-imperialists are doing in Afghanistan. Thus, just like 
in Indochina and countless other cases of U.S. intervention around 
the world, Reagan is once again resorting to the timeworn jingoist 
hypocrisy about "Soviet aggression" to hide the hand of U.S. impe- 
rialism's own naked aggression. 



A "Political Solution" Based on 
the Armed Suppression of the Salvadorian People 

Of course, for their part the warmongering chieftains of U.S. 
imperialism vehemently deny that they are engaged in military 
intervention in El Salvador. The Reagan administration has been 
protesting that its warmongering declarations about "military 
options" and "drawingthe line in El Salvador" have all been "mis- 
interpreted" and "blown out of proportion" by the press. Oh no, the 
State Department officials explain, the Pentagon is sending in count- 
less tons of arms along with military "advisors" because Reagan is 
seeking not a "military solution" but a "political solution" to the 
conflict! 

Added to this, the equally imperialist Democratic Party politicians 
such as Ted Kennedy have been creating a fuss allegedly in opposi- 
tion to Reagan's escalating military involvement in El Salvador. 
Kennedy and company say that they are in favor of a "political 
solution" or a "diplomatic solution" to be achieved through "social 
reforms," etc., etc. But just what kind of "political solutions" and 
just what kind of "reforms" are these mouthpieces of U.S. imperial- 
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ism stumping for? 

According to the State Department, a "political solution" means 
the "stabilization" of the military junta so as to créate conditions for 
elections and civilian rule sometime in the future. In the meantime 
the presence of the Christian-Democrat Duarte and one other civilian 
among the fascist military generáis of the junta is the alleged guaran- 
tee of this eventual "return to democracy." In other words, this is a 
"political solution" based on arming the military generáis to the 
teeth in their murderous suppression of the Salvadorian people. 

Likewise the "political solution" of the "liberal" héroes of the 
Democratic Party takes as its cornerstone keeping in power the 
military junta. They simply want to return to the Carterite policy of 
trying to put a "human rights" and "reform-minded" mask on the 
bloodstained military dictatorship. 

For instance, Kennedy has proposed a bilí to cut off military aid 
to the junta unless it undergoes a "human rights" facelift; that, for 
example, the military junta promises that it will maintain "civilian 
participation" and "reject any movement to military dictatorship." 
How about that?! Kennedy wants to ask the military dictators to "re- 
ject any movement to military dictatorship"!! Among a host of other 
proposals, the Democratic Party politicians are also discussing the 
joint House-Senate Dodd-Solarz resolution which would cut off fur- 
ther military aid to the junta unless it proceeds with the "social 
reforms" which had been urged on it earlier by Cárter. In particular 
the imperialist "liberáis" are calling for the implementation of the 
junta's "landreform" program. 

So just what is this so-called "land reform" which these imperialist 
gentlemen are so keen on? It is nothing more ñor less than a Viet 
Nam-style "rural pacification" program. It has been designed and 
directed by the very same advisors who were the architects of U.S. 
imperialism's "land reform" program in Viet Nam. In Viet Nam 
"land reform" meant military occupation of the countryside, the 
notorious "strategic hamlet" concentration camps and the hunting 
down and assassination of the liberation fighters. And in El Salvador 
it means the very same thing. The so-called "land reform" has 
virtually not touched the big plantations. In fact, the junta's troops 
have gunned down those peasants who try to seize the land. Further- 
more, the "land reform" has been used by the junta to flush out and 
elimínate the peasant leaders and transform the countryside into an 
armedcamp. 

It is a telling fact that in the last year of Carter's term alone — a 
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year when the hypocritical declarations about "social reforms" and a 
"political solution" were loudest — 13,000 civilians were massacred 
by the "reform-minded" and "modérate" military junta! This shows 
that whether out of the mouth of a Reagan or a Kennedy all the talk 
of a "political solution," "human rights" or "reforms" under the 
military dictatorship is an imperialist fraud to justify backing to the 
hilt the junta's policy of unbridled terror and extermination. 

Solidarity With the Liberation Struggle 
of the Salvadorian People! 

The heroic workers and peasants of El Salvador are demonstrating 
to the whole world the enormous power of the revolutionary struggle 
of the people. 

The U.S. imperialists have always considered Latin America to be 
their prívate "backyard," their exclusive preserve of imperialist 
rape and plunder. For decades the people of Central America have 
been trampled upon mercilessly by the U.S. corporations and by the 
U.S.-backed oligarchies and dictators. The U.S. imperialists rigged 
up their so-called "banana republics" which have been propped up 
by repeated military intervention including several invasions by U.S. 
marines. However, by subjecting the peoples to this most brutal 
neo-colonial slavery, U.S. imperialism has created a tremendous anti- 
imperialist forcé. 

El Salvador is a small and a terribly poverty-stricken and down- 
trodden nation. Nevertheless the liberation struggle of its people is 
striking heavy blows to the U.S. imperialist colossus. Only yesterday 
the Nicaraguan people toppled the U.S.-backed Somoza dynasty. 
Now U.S. imperialism is being scorched by the flames of the Salva- 
dorian people 's anti-imperialist, democratic revolution. And the 
ground is growing hot under the feet of U.S. imperialism in Guate- 
mala, Colombia and elsewhere across Latin America where the peo- 
ple 's liberation struggles are advancing with irresistible forcé. 

The revolutionary struggle of the Salvadorian people is a great in- 
spiration to the workers and downtrodden everywhere. In the U.S., 
México, Canadá, Germany and elsewhere, massive demonstrations 
have taken place in protest of the escalating U.S. intervention in El 
Salvador and in solidarity with the Salvadorian people. 

These demonstrations are a cause of great concern for the U.S. im- 
perialist strategists who remember well the powerful mass movement 
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of the American people and the people all over the worid against t 
U.S. aggression in Viet Nam. Thus President Reagan, imitating 
Edgar Hoover, has even found it necessary to try to brand these de 
onstrations as part of a devious international conspiracy ! 

In a recent interview with the New York Daily News, Reagan asked 
ominously: "On these demonstrations about El Salvador, hasn't it 
struck anyone strange that, right on cue, it started here in our coun- 
try? When I was in Canadá a few days ago, it looked like the signs had 
been borrowed from the same demonstrations here, they all said the 
samething." (Daily News, March 15, 1981) 

Yes, Mr. Imperialist President, demonstrations "started here in 
our own country" and all over the world "right on cue." And the 
' 'cue ' ' was your rapid escalation of U.S. intervention in El Salvador! 
And yes, these demonstrations are all saying the same thing. They 
are expressing the solidarity of the working and progressive people 
everywhere with the heroie liberation struggle ofthe Salvadorian peo- 
ple! They are expressing thefact that the American people and the 
people ofthe world have not forgotten the genocidal U.S. war in Viet 
Nam! And they are expressing the common demand of the world 's 
people: U.S. IMPERIALISM, GETOUTOFEL SAL VADOR! D 

(Reprinted from the March 25, 1981 issue of The Workers ' Advócate, Volume 
1 1, Number 4.) 
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Demonstrations 
condemn U.S. aggression 

In March, the Reagan administration expanded U.S. intervention 
i n El Salvador by stepping up its aid for the fascist military dictator- 
ship, including the sending of more U.S. troops there. These impe- 
rialist measures of the American government have been met with a 
big new wave of protest all across the U.S. and in many countries 
abroad. 

Throughout the month of March, and especially during the second 
half, big demonstrations and rallies were organized from one córner 
of the U.S. to the other. These protests, coming in the wake of a 
series of mass actions in late January and early February, show that a 
powerful movement of the American people is developing in soli- 
darity with the liberation struggle ofthe Salvadorian people. 

This round of protests began in the second week of March with 
demonstrations and rallies in several cities. It included a demonstra- 
tion of 800 people in Fresno, California and a 600-strong rally on the 
University of Washington campus in Seattle. On March 18 more than 
a thousand people demonstrated at the University of Massachusetts 
in Amherst. The weekend of March 21-22 saw big demonstrations in 
many cities. More than 6,000 people took to the streets in Boston, 
and hundreds showed up for actions in Cincinnati, New York, Provi- 
dence and San Francisco. On March 23 several hundred people in- 
cluding high school students marched from a local high school to 
picket the Salvadorian consulate in Detroit. March 24 again saw a 
series of demonstrations in many cities, including Ann Arbor, 
Michigan; Columbus, Ohio; Chicago; Los Angeles and New York. 
In addition, many of those who took part in the anti-nuclear dem- 
onstration on March 28 in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania also denounced 
the U.S. government's policies in El Salvador. Again, on April 18, 
more than 5,000 people turned out for a demonstration in New York 
City in support ofthe Salvadorian people's struggle. 
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Through these actions, the working and progressive people of the 
U.S. expressed their outrage at the escalation of U.S. intervention 
in El Salvador and demanded that U.S. imperialism get out of that 
country altogether. The demonstrations expressed support for the 
heroic revolutionary struggle of the Salvadorian people. In addition, 
the demonstrations also opposed the reintroduction of the draft anc 
other imperialist and warmongering policies of the U.S. government 
In this way they took on a generally anti-imperialist and anti-militar 
ist character. 

The Marxist-Leninist Party vigorously participated in the dem 
onstrations and rallies in solidarity with the Salvadorian people's 
struggle. It organized militant contingents to particípate in the ac 
tions. These contingents held up the banner of anti-imperialist strug- 
gle and used a variety of forms of work for this purpose. This included 
widescale distribution of revolutionary leaflets and other literature 
and organizing cultural performances of anti-imperialist songs in the 
midst of the demonstrations. 

Furthermore the Party worked especially hard during this wave of 
protest to carry out widescale activity to organize the working class 
to take its rightful place at the center of the anti-imperialist struggle. 
The Party distributed thousands of leaflets in the faetones and com- 
munities and developed widespread discussion among the workers on 
the question of opposing U.S. imperialism in El Salvador. As well, 
workers were encouraged and mobilized to come out and take part in 
the demonstrations. 

The policies of American imperialism in El Salvador have also 
given rise to protest actions in many countries around the world. 
During these last weeks of March, demonstrations were held in 
Europe, Latin America and Canadá. In Canadá, thousands took to 
the streets to denounce U.S. imperialism in El Salvador during 
Reagan's visit to that country on March 10. As well, a week of solidar- 
ity actions were organized from March 22 to March 28 al! across 
Canadá. Hundreds of people carne out to take part in these activities. 
In the face of this mounting opposition at home and abroad, U.S. 
imperialism is seeking to hide its bloody tracks. In particular, Demo- 
cratic Party hacks such as Ted Kennedy are trying to give the military 
junta a "human rights" facelift. For example, they are proposing 
bilis in Congress to cut off aid to the junta — unless the junta prom- 
ises "social reforms," etc., etc. These imperialist "liberáis" want to 
convert the solidarity movement into a pressure group to lobby Rea- 
gan to put another Carterite "human rights" coat of paint on the 
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bloodstained junta and to work for a "political solution" to be a- 
chieved at the point of U.S. bayonets. Therefore it is important that 
the solidarity movement take a firm stand against the U.S. aggression 
and in solidarity with the Salvadorian people in their struggle against 
Ihe fascist junta and its U.S. imperialist masters. 

The mass actions in the U.S. and around the world are reminiscent 
of the big mass movement that developed in the 60's against U.S. 
imperialism's crimes against the Indochinese peoples. They show 
that a big storm of struggle against U.S. imperialism is developing 
a 11 over theglobe. 

Down with U.S. imperialism! 

Victory to the Salvadorian people! O 

(Keprinted from the April 20, 1981 issue of The Workers' Advócate, Volume 
ll,Number5.) 
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/. Over 5.000 people marched and rallied in New York City on April 18, 1981 
in protest against U.S. inten'ention in El Salvador. 2. Several hundred high 
school stitdents march through the streets uf Detroit to a rally in front of 
thc co'nsúlctte óf the fascist Salvadorian junta, March 23, 1981. 3. A sec- 
tion ii/t/ii' MLP contingí'tti in a maas demonstration in Berkeley, California 
mi Januqry 17, 1981, 4. The MLP has carried out widescale activities 
to organize the working class to take its rightful place at the center of the anti- 
¡mperialist struggle, Photo shows a march through a working class communi- 
ty organized hy the Chicago Branch of the MLP, April 25, 1981. 5. On May 
3. 198 1. over ÍÜO, 000 people marched in Washington. D.C. against U.S. im- 
perialist inten'ention in El Salvador. Mass demonstrations were also held 
¡fimultaneously in many other U.S. cities. 6. Parí of the MLP contingent 
ptiriicipdiing in thc May 3 mass demonstration in Washington D. C. 
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What the Salvadorian 
people are fighting for 

Over the Iast couple of years the people of El Salvador have 
launched a powerful revolutionary struggle against the brutal oppres- 
sion of the fascist military dictatorship and the oligarchy who are 
backed by U.S. imperialism. The heroic struggle of the four million 
people of this small Central American country the size of Massachu- 
setts has aroused great interest among the working masses through- 
out the world. This article examines some features of the roots of the 
struggle in El Salvador. 

The working masses of El Salvador are very poor and have suffered 
great misery and brutality for many, many decades. Fifty-eight per- 
cent of the population makes less than ten dollars a month. Of these 
people, more than half make less than five dollars a month. Hunger is 
a basic feature of Ufe of the masses. The people have the lowest cal- 
oñe intake per capita in aíl of Latin America. Cióse to three-quarters 
of the children under five years suffer from malnutrition and the mor- 
tality rate for infants and children is very high. Needless to say, the 
housing, medical and educational facilities available to the masses 
aré deplorable. 

The source of this extreme poverty is to be found in the savage ex- 
ploitation the Salvadorian people suffer at the hands of a small 
number of rich landholders and big capitalists of El Salvador and the 
U.S. and other foreign multinational corporations. This super- 
exploitation is enforced through an organized system of repression 
and terror against the masses. For fifty years the people have suf- 
fered under the jackboots of one military dictatorship after another. 
The oligarchy and military rulers are propped up by the power of U.S. 
imperialism. 

But the exploiters and imperialists have never been able to subdue 
the will of the Salvadorian people to fight against the rich blood- 
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suckers and fascist tyrants. The people have long and proud revolu- 
tionary traditions. In recent years, as the political and economic crisis 
in the country has deepened, the people have once again mounted a 
mighty upsurge directed squarely against their hated enemies — the 
fascist military rulers, the oligarchy and U.S. imperialism. This is an 
anti-imperialist democratic revolution. This is a fight for national 
liberation and against the oligarchy of big capitalists and landlords. 
This struggle serves as a powerful Ímpetus for the development of 
I he revolutionary struggle of the downtrodden masses of all of Cen- 
tral and Latin America. 

The Struggle for the Overthrow 
of the Agrarian Structure 

A central question of the revolutionary struggle in El Salvador is 
the land problem — the relations between the landowners and the 
toilers in the countryside. This country has some of the most produc- 
tive land in all of Central America and this is the source of great 
wealth which is derived from the cultivation of coffee, cortón and sug- 
ar, But this wealth does not go towards meeting the needs of the toil- 
ing masses. Instead it filis the coffers of a small handful of land- 
holders. 

For about a century now the vast majority of the land has been in 
Ihe hands of a small number of families. For instance, in 1961 just 
six families held as much land as 80% of the rural population, and to- 
day just 2% of the population owns 60% of the land. On the other 
hand, 40% of the peasants are landless and are forced into slaving for 
starvation wages in the giant coffee and cortón plantations. Large 
numbers of the peasants who have land actually own so little that 
they are forced to rent land from the landowners or hire themselves 
out as part-time and seasonal labor to the plantations. 

The roots of the present structure of land ownership go back to the 
iniddle of the 19th century when coffee was introduced into El Sal- 
vador. Until that time the peasants had lived by producing food on 
tribal Indian lands and communally held lands. But with the intro- 
cluction of coffee, the peasants were forced off their land by govern- 
ment decree. The resistance of the peasants was suppressed by a 
rural pólice forcé set up especially for this purpose. Within a few dec- 
ades, fourteen families had emerged who controlled almost the entire 
productive land in the country. 

On those lands which were unsuited for coffee, small farmers con- 
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tinued to grow food staples. However, their plots were so small tha 
they were forced to work as seasonal labor for the coffee plantations 
But following the end of World War II, the oligarchy expanded its 
control of the land by introducing cotton into the coastal plains of El 
Salvador. To make way for the cotton plantations, the peasants were 
forced off their food-producing plots, further destroying the country's 
food supply. 

Today almost all the productive land is planted with cash crops — 
coffee. cotton, sugar. etc. - for export. El Salvador has to import 
most of its basic foodstuffs. 

This feature of its agrarian economy is one of the basic features of 
El Salvador's dependency on foreign imperialism. It signifies that the 
country's agrarian economy is completely geared for export, mainly 
to the impertalist countries. This subjects the economy to the fluctua- 
tions of pnces and demand on the world capitalist market which is 
controlled by the powerful imperialist countries and monopolies 

This results in great hardship for the masses. For instance, in 
1929 the great crash in the world capitalist market provoked a serious 
cnsis with the botton falling out of the international coffee market. 
As a result, in El Salvador many small coffee growers lost their lands 
to the big landlords, and the wages for agricultural laborers were 
sharply cut as well. Unemployment and starvation intensified 
Though today coffee is no longer solé king, the country still remains 
geared for export and is based on a small number of export crops 
Coffee however remains the most important of these, accountine for 
44%ofexports. 

The peasants and agricultural workers of El Salvador have never 
reconciled themselves to an agrarian system which is monopolized 
by a handful of big landowners. In the late 19th century they resisted 
the original expropriation of their lands by the coffee barons In the 
aftermath of the crash in the coffee market in 1929, the peasants and 
rural laborers rose up alongside the urban workers in a mass uprising 
to overthrow the hated agrarian system and the oligarchy as a whole. 
The demand for the expropriation of the landowners is one of the 
most important aims of the revolutionary struggle in El Salvador. 

The struggle of the toilers of the countryside has not only targeted 
the oligarchy but has also brought the agrarian struggle face to face 
with U.S. imperialism. The U.S. assisted the military rulers of the 
country to establish the paramilitary organization ORDEN in 1967 
Its task has been to control and repress all organizing among the 
peasants. In addition, since the early sixties the U.S. has sent into 
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In March 1980, the jascist junta openedfire on a mass demonstration in San 
Salvador, killing 40 people. However the people ofEl Salvador are not intim- 
idated by the government's terror. Photo shows militant anti-government 
protest soon aj'ter the March massacre. 

El Salvador the American Institute for Free Labor Development 
(AIFLD), a CÍA front agency of the AFL-CIO. In the sixties, this 
agency, along with the Israeli social-democratic Histadrut labor fed- 
cration, was responsible for training "peasant leaders" in El Salva- 
dor; in other words, to train anti-communist agents of U.S. imperial- 
ism directly in the countryside for the solé purpose of opposing the 
attempts of the rural toilers to organize themselves. In recent years 
this agency has been actively working with the U.S. government and 
the military in El Salvador to carry out the so-called land reform. 
This notorious program has been repeatedly shown to be entirely 
fraudulent as far as any type of reform is concerned. It is in fact a 
terrorist, Viet Nam-style pacification program to outright murder the 
organized agricultural laborers and peasants and terrorize the entire 
rural population. 

In this way, the struggle of the rural population of El Salvador a- 
gainst the landlords has become directly intertwined with the fight 
against U.S. imperialism. Only with the overthrow of U.S. impe- 
rialism and the oligarchy will the agrarian problem be solved. In- 
deed, the peasants and rural laborers have thrown themselves into 
the present-day revolutionary movement in a big way. 
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The Working Class in Struggle Against 

the Exploitation of the Local Big Capitalista and 

Foreign Multinational Companies 

The urban working class of El Salvador emerged in the 1920's 
as aresult of a certain, though limited, diversification of the economy 
from coffee production. However, it was only after 1950 that any 
sizable growth of the industrial proletariat has taken place. A certain 
degree of industrialization took place spurred on by the large profits 
accumulated as a result of the post-war boom in coffee prices, and the 
intensification of the penetration of foreign imperialist companies. 
But the industrialization of El Salvador, just Iike its agricultural econ- 
omy, is also not geared towards meeting the needs of the working 
masses of the country but is oriented towards export. This industry is 
in addition very closely tied to U.S. and other foreign imperialist 
multinational companies. 

Indeed it is during these last 30 years that foreign, mainly U.S. 
investment, has increased in a big way. The cheap labor and the re- 
pressive political situation provided an attractive arena for invest- 
ment to the imperialist sharks. Between 1950 and 1967 the book valué 
of direct U.S. investments rose from $19.4 million to $45 million. 
By 1975 foreign investment had risen to $104.5 million. Today U.S. 
imperialism dominates the industrial sector. Moreover, even where 
the Salvadorian bourgeoisie has set up enterprises, in most cases 
these have taken the form of joint ventures with foreign capital. 

Thus El Salvador has become a haven for electronics, food proces- 
sing, garment and other light manufacturing plants from the U.S. 
These include, for instance, Texas Instruments (making semicon- 
ductors and calculators), Folgers (Procter and Gamble), Maidenform 
(making lingerie), Kimberly-Clark (making crepé paper and tissues), 
etc. Needless to say, these goods are not purchased by the poor and 
hungry working masses of El Salvador but are meant for export. 

The military rulers of El Salvador have worked hard to provide 
all the opportunities for imperialist capital to penétrate and domínate 
the country. The government has modernized roads, ports and air- 
ports for this purpose. It has written up tax and trade laws in such a 
way as to give big breaks to the foreign companies. It has even 
created a "free trade zone" in San Bartolo where strikes are out- 
lawed and companies can opérate tax free. However the main com- 
ponentofthe "suitable investment climate" provided by the govern- 
ment has been the savage repression and terror directed against the 
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workers' struggles. 

Nevertheless, repression has not been able to stifle the workers' 
movement either. Ever since it carne into existence, the urban 
proletariat has struggled to organize itself. In the 1920's it gave birth 
to the Regional Federation of Salvadorian Workers (FRTS) which 
defied the government bans on organizing unions and organized 
lextile and railroad workers, artisans and farm workers. It fought for 
and won the eight hour day in 1928 as well as the legal right to 
unionize urban workers. On May 1, 1930, eighty thousand workers 
and peasants mounted a powerful mass demonstration in San Salva- 
dor demanding, among other things, a mínimum wage for farm 
workers and relief for the unemployed. 

Despite the brutal suppression of an attempted mass uprising in 
.lanuary 1932 by the military and the destruction of the FRTS, the 
workers' movement has continued. In 1944 a general strike was 
organized. And over the last decade the workers have again come out 
in powerful mass actions, carrying out strikes, factory occupations 
and mass demonstrations. 

The urban workers are not only fighting against the cruel economic 
exploitation they suffer at the hands of the capitalist owners and 
multinationals, but they are also in the thick of the people's revolu- 
tionary movement, fighting against the military dictatorship, the 
oligarchy and imperialism. They are firmly united with the peasants 
and rural laborers in a single front against their common enemies. 

Only the Overthrow of the Oligarchy and the 

Military Dictatorship Can Ensure Democratic Rights 

for the Broad Masses of El Salvador 

One of the principal objectives of the revolutionary struggle in El 
Salvador is to achieve democratic rights and put an end to the re- 
pression and terror against the people. The historical experience of 
the Salvadorian people has amply proved that this requires the over- 
Ihrow of the fascist military regime and the oligarchy. 

For fifty years the Salvadorian people have languished under a 
fascist military dictatorship whose most prominent characteristic has 
been ruthless terrorist suppression of the masses. Indeed, the mili- 
lary dictator, General Hernández Martínez, who seized power in 
1931, baptized his regime in the bloodof 30,000 workers and peasants 
who were massacred after the attempted uprising of January 1932. 
Tlic brutality of Martínez is enshrined in his own words that "it is 
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a grcater crime to kill an ant than a man, because a man is born again 
at death, while the ant dies forever." This epitomizes the thinking 
of the fascists in El Salvador who have murdered over 13,000 people 
over the last one and a half years alone. 

The Martínez regime was forced out of power in 1944 by the 
masses who rose up in struggle, but power passed into the hands of 
other military generáis. Since then. one military ruler has come after 
another. The government has remained firmly in the hands of the 
military who have loyally served the oligarchy and the interests of 
U.S. imperialism. For the masses, it has always meant beatings, 
torture, dungeons and death. 

Indeed over the last thirty years, with the direct assistance of the 
U.S. government, El Salvador has built up a well-organized machin- 
ery of terrorism against the masses. This machinery includes the 
armed forces, the national guard and numerous pólice forces, govern- 
mental spy agencies as well as armed fascist bands organized and led 
by the military. One notorious example of the machinery of repres- 
sion put together through cooperation between the military regime 
and the U.S. government is ORDEN, an internal espionage and mur- 




Armed revolutionariesjlre on the forces of the fascist military junta. 
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der agency set up in 1967 by the Defense Ministry and aimed at the 
restive masses in El Salvador's countryside. 

On several occasions historically, fraudulent elections have been 
organized to give a "democratic" coloring to the military regime. 
As a similar ruse, civilians have been brought into the government 
as is the case today. But this has simply been U.S. imperialist policy 
to prettify the fascist military regime and to try to hoodwink the 
masses into giving up their struggle. This policy of the U.S. govern- 
ment was spelled out by President Kennedy during his term: "Gov- 
ernments of the civil-military type of El Salvador are the most effec- 
tive in containing communist penetration in Latin America." 

The real nature of such "civil-military" governments has been 
amply shown by the present regime in El Salvador. It was brought 
into power in October 1979 at a time when powerful mass struggles of 
the people of El Salvador were inflicting strong blows at the regime of 
General Romero. The U.S. government played a direct role in getting 
Romero to step aside and in replacing him with a military junta in 
which various civilian elements were incorporated. This was loudly 
trumpetedas a "reformist" and "progressive" government, and the 
participaron in this government of the social -democrats and pro- 
Moscow revisionists was used for this purpose. But within a short 
period of time the ruse wore thin and most of the civilians deserted 
the military regime and admitted its brutal fascist character. 

Today U.S. imperialism tries to maintain this ruse of a "reformist" 
government through the help of the Christian Democrats and Duarte 
who has been made "president." But all the facts show that the real 
character of this regime is no different than the previous military 
regimes. Indeed it has been under this regime that thousands of 
people have been murdered by the military and the government- 
organized fascist bands. 

One example of the type of "reform" carried out by this govern- 
ment is that it allegedly disbanded ORDEN. But the reality is that it 
was merely reorganized under a different ñame and became the 
Nationalist Democratic Front (FDN) which is headed by General 
José Alberto "chele" Medrano, the founder of ORDEN. Medrano is 
u cióse friend of General Gutiérrez, the commander in chief and vice 
president, and of Colonel Garcia, the minister of defense, who are 
i he core of the fascist regime. 

Such is the reality behind U.S. imperialism 's farce of a "moder- 
Ite," "civilian" and "democratic" government which is so loudly 
rhampioned by the mouthpieces of U.S. imperialism Iike Reagan, 
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Cárter, Kennedy and White (Carter's ambassador to El Salvador). 
Such regimes cannot do away with repression and ensure democracy 
for the masses. The democratic demands of the masses can only be 
aehieved by the overthrow of the military dictatorship and the oli- 
garchy which it serves. Indeed this is what the revolution is fightine 
for. * 

(Reprinted from the April 20, 1981 issue oí The Workers Advócate, Volume 
11, Number5.) 
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The Salvadorian 

oligarchy is propped up 

by the bayonets of 

U.S. imperialism 

The role of U.S. imperialism in El Salvador has become clear to 
the broadest masses as the revolutionary struggle there has pro- 
gressed and the crisis in the ruling circles of that country has deep- 
ened. The present military junta was brought into power in 1979 
directly by the U.S. government, which has also constantly dictated 
the composition of the junta. And, with more and more U.S. military 
"advisors" sent into the country, it is the U.S. armed forces which 
are assuming the direct control of the junta's war against the workers 
and peasants. 

This situation has only brought to the surface what has been true 
for a long time, that U.S. imperialism has made El Salvador into its 
nco-colony and is the main forcé propping up the oligarchy and fascist 
military. The U.S. role in the country is dictated by both economic 
and political/strategic considerations. 

El Salvador's entire economy has been oriented to serve the needs 
Of the U.S. multinational corporations. The U.S. has also poured 
in millions of dollars in economic "aid" and loans to make the country 
I i'iupletely financially dependent on U.S. imperialism. 

At the same time, El Salvador is a part of the highly volatile Central 
American región where revolutionary movements have been brewing 
Ovcr the last several decades. With the triumph of the Nicaraguan 
rovolution against the U.S. puppet Somoza and the intensification of 
i In- struggle in El Salvador, the U.S. imperialists are scared stiff 
iboul what lies in store for them throughout the región. Henee they 
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have decided to "hold the line" by attempting to smash the Salva 
dorian revolution. 

The U.S. role in El Salvador is extensive. Whether it is through its 
corporate investments, or the "aid" programs such as in the country 
side, or through its military presence, U.S. imperialism has en 
meshed itself in the Uves of all the Salvadorian people and become 
the object of widespread hatred and opposition. However, as the 
revolution advances, it is the naked military presence of U.S. impe 
rialism which has become more and more prominent. 

It is especially since the end of World War II that the U.S. has 
buüt up its military presence in El Salvador. This presence includes 

a) supply of arms to the fascist military dictatorship; 

b) military training of the repressive apparatus; 

c) U.S. direction of the coordination of the fascist military forces of 
the Central American countries including El Salvador; and 

d) direct involvement of U.S. military personnel in the fascist 
attacks on the Salvadorian masses. 

Supply ofarms: After World War II El Salvador received the first 
U.S. military grants and the first U.S. military mission. Between 
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1950 and 1979 official military aid from the U.S. totaled $16.72 mil- 
lion. Of this more than half was sent after 1969. However since 1979 
the military aid has jumped to much higher amounts. For instance, 
only in the last three months, Cárter authorized $10 million in Jan- 
uary and Reagan added $25 million more, totaling $35 million in 
military aid, which is more than double the military aid sent in the 
two decades from 1950 to 1969! In addition, the $126.5 million 
authorized as "economic aid" is also partly for military purposes as 
it is designed for building roads, bridges and other transport and 
communication facilities. 

But even the figures for direct U.S. military aid do not give the 
full picture of the imperialist armed support for the fascist military 
regime. Throughout the 1970's the regime has also received large 
arms shipments from other U.S. bloc countries such as France, the 
Israeli zionists and the Brazilian fascist generáis. The supply of arms 
trom these other sources provides an interesting exposure of Carter's 
"human rights" fraud. In 1977 the Salvadorian government ostensi- 
bly refused to accept U.S. military aid because it didn't want to go 
along with Carter's "human rights" policy. But this did not affect the 
flow of arms for the military at all. For one thing, despite the "sus- 
pensión," $1.3 million worth of military aid flowed into El Salvador 
from the U.S. in 1977-78. Whatever shortfall there may have been 
here, it was amply compensated by massive military shipments from 
other U.S. imperialist bloc countries, namely Israel, France and 
Brazil. 

Military and pólice training; The U.S. government has been 
intimately linked to the training and beefing up of the repressive 
apparatus in El Salvador, including the armed forces as well as the 
pólice and national guard. These training programs have also pro- 
vided the closest relations between the U.S. government and the 
ruling fascist gangsters in that country. 

Between 1950 and 1976, 1,925 Salvadorian military officers were 
trained by the U.S. Many were trained at the U.S. School of the 
Americas in the Panamá Canal Zone where the U.S. trains the fascist 
tutthroats from all over Central and Latin America. Regarding the 
importance of the military training program in cementing intímate 
ttes between the U.S. and the Salvadorian military, the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Defense remarked in 1977 that "...our security assistance 
program facilitates our overall relations with the government of El 
Salvador and fosters useful professional contaets with key members 
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The peo ple o/El Salvador hi action against the U.S.-b acked Duarte regime. 

of the Salvadorian armed forces."* 

The butchers of the pólice and National Guard have likewise been 
trained by the U.S. In 1957 the U.S. instituted a "Public Safety Pro- 
gram" which was to "...develop the managerial and operational 
skills and effectiveness of civil pólice forces." This "effectiveness" 
of the pólice and National Guard has been shown by the thousands of 
murders of workers, peasants and students that have been carried out 
over the last decade. This program spent the sum of $2.1 million 
between 1957 and 1974 to train 448 Salvadorian pólice and provide 
arms, Communications equipment, transport and "riot control" gear. 

Coordinaron of the puppet military forces in Central America 

U.S. military involvement in El Salvador is part of its broader activity 
in the región. For its counter-revolutionary activities throughout 
Central America, the U.S. created the Central American Defense 
Council (CONDECA) in 1964. It was set up by the pro-U.S. dictatorial 

*U.S. Department of Defense, Congressional Prescntutiou Documeni: Se- 
curity Assistance Fiscal Year 1978, Washington, D.C., 1977, p. 323. 
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puppet regimesof Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador and Nicaragua. 
This council coordinates and centralizes the military command in the 
región under the supervisión of the U.S. Southern Command in 
Panamá. CONDECA has been used several times to carry out coups 
cl'etat in various countries as well as to carry out operations against 
(he popular forces during the struggle to overthrow Somoza in Nicara- 
gua. 

In El Salvador itself, CONDECA is preparing for large-scale in- 
volvement in the civil war. The two principal members of CONDECA, 
Guatemala and Honduras, have about 10,000 men massed on the 
borders. One example of the coordination of the CONDECA forces 
was seen in May 1980 when over 600 Salvadorian peasants, mostly 
oíd people, women and children, were massacred in a coordinated 
action of the Salvadorian armed forces, the Honduran army and 
ORDEN in order to prevent them from escaping into Honduras. 

U.S. military forces in El Salvador: Even before Reagan 's recent 
decisión to send 56 military "advisors," including Green Berets, 
to El Salvador, U.S. military personnel have had a certain presence in 
that country and have been involved in the attacks on the Salvadorian 
people. The role of U.S. military personnel has become more and 
more prominent ever since the 1979 coup. For instance, only a short 
while after the coup, a six-man U.S. military team arrived in El 
Salvador on November 12 to train the fascists in riot control. On 
December 15, 1979 a military operation was carried out against a 
mass action in El Congo where nearly 100 people were killed. Eye- 
witnesses reported the participation of U.S. soldiers in this brutal 
attack. There have also been other similar reports. 

The logic of U.S. involvement in El Salvador is leading towards 
wider U.S. imperialist aggression against the people of that country. 
The parallels with the early days of U.S. aggression in Viet Nam can 
quite clearly be seen today. But just as the heroic people of Indochina 
defeated the powerful military machine of U.S. imperialism, so too 
will the Salvadorian people bring down the U.S. colossus in their 
country. D 

(Kcprinted from the April 20, 1981 issue of The Workers' Advócate, Volume 
ll.NumberS.) 
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The Salvadorian people 

have glorious 
revolutionary traditions 

Despite the bestial terror they have suffered at the hands of the 
oligarchy and U.S. imperialism, the people of El Salvador have never 
given up their fight for freedom, democracy and social emancipation. 

In the late nineteenth century there had been repeated peasant 
struggles against the landowners. But it was not until the 1920's 
that the struggle of the working masses began to take on an organized 
character. By this time an urban proletariat, small though it was, had 
emerged. The earth-shaking salvoes of the October Socialist Revolu- 
tion in Russia and the heroic victories of the patriotic fighters of 
Nicaragua led by Sandino against the U.S. imperialist occupation pro- 
foundly stirred the Salvadorian workers and peasants. 

By the late 1920's, peasants' and workers' unions were established 
in defiance of the ban against organizing unions. These organiza- 
tions were united into a strong nationwide federation, the Regional 
Federation of Salvadorian Workers. A militant anti-imperialist 
student movement was also born. The Salvadorian workers' move- 
rrient organized the working masses in defense of their daily interests 
and adopted a revolutionary perspective. It widely spread the word on 
the accomplishments of the socialist revolution in the then socialist 
Soviet Union. The workers' movement had a powerful internationalist 
character and built connections with such organizations as the Inter- 
national Red Aid, the Red International of Trade Unions and the Anti- 
imperialist League, which carried on a broad struggle against U.S. 
imperialism and its agents throughout Latin America. 

In 1930 the advanced elements from the workers' and popular 
movements founded the Communist Party of El Salvador. Among 
its founders was Agustin Farabundo Marti, an anti-imperialist fighter 
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who had fought closely with Sandino against the U.S. imperialist 
occupiers in Nicaragua. The Communist Party quickly gained the 
allegiance of the workers and peasants. In 1930 widescale mass 
actións including strikes and armed battles with the security forces 
broke out all over the country. On May 1, international working 
class day, 80,000 workers and peasants demonstrated in San Salva- 
dor. 

In 1931 the Party decided to particípate in the elections. The wide- 
spread support shown for the Party in the elections led the military 
regime which had just seized power to nullify the elections. The 
l'erment among the masses intensified. 

In January 1932 a mass insurrection broke out in the country. Al- 
though the military was able to seize the initiative, heroic resistance 
was offered by the masses. In several towns, soviets were even brief- 
ly established. However, the rebellion was crushed and the leaders, 
including Farabundo Marti, were arrested and executed. In the fol- 
lowing weeks, 30,000 people were massacred by the army and the 
armed bands of the landowners. The intent was to eradicate all ves- 
tiges of the rebellion from the people's consciousness. Needless to 
say, itfailed. 

The memory of the brutality of the counter-revolution continúes to 
cvoke a great hatred among the masses against the oligarchy and 
military, and the glorious traditions of the 1932 uprising continué to 
act as a big factor spurring on the Salvadorian people towards final 
victory. This is seen in the way the memory of Marti is respected 
among the fighting masses of El Salvador. At the same time, these 
fighting traditions have been completely betrayed by the present- 
day Salvadorian "Communist" Party which has long been enthralled 
by the Khrushchovite revisionist "peaceful road." 

In the decades since, the people have continued their struggle. 
In 1944 a general strike was carried out which brought down the 
fascist General Martínez. Despite the repression, the Salvadorian 
people have persisted in their resistance and fought hard to build up 
their fighting organizations and widen the scope of the struggle. 

In the late 1960's, as the economic and political crisis deepened, 
once again mass struggles broke out in a big way. In 1967 and 1968, 
general strikes were once again organized. Beginning in the early 
1970's the armed struggle was initiated against the regime. Over the 
next several years, mass struggles developed among broad sections 
of the urban and rural toiling masses, and fighting popular organiza- 
tions began to emerge. Through occupations of factories, planta- 
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tions and government buildings, strikes and demonstrations, and 
armed actions against the fascists, the people of El Salvador have 
been organized into a powerful revolutionary forcé. Their struggle 
received a strong Ímpetus from the overthrow of Somoza in neighbor- 
ing Nicaragua in 1979. By late 1979 the struggle had reached such 
momentous proportions that it carne cióse to overthrowing the regime 
of General Romero. It is at this point that the U.S. government car- 
ried out its coup of October 1979 and brought the present regime into 
power. 

By presenting the present military regime as a "civilian" and 
"modérate" regime, the U.S. government has sought to throw dust 
in the eyes of the masses. In this facelift of the military regime it 
was assisted by the social -democratic party and the pro-Moscow 
revisionist party (through its legal front), who quickly joined the first 
junta after the coup. Indeed, the pro-Moscow revisionist party was 
most eager to stick with the military regime even as it grew more and 
more discredited, and it was also most vociferous in denouncing 
the fighting masses as "ultra-left." This is merely one example, 
among many, of how this party, although it claims to be communist, 
has nothing to do with the heritage of Farabundo Marti 's Communist 
Party. 

But the Salvadorian people have shown that neither the fascist 
terror ñor the "reformist" demagogy of the present regime can stem 




Augusto C. Sandino (leftj and Farabun do Marti in Nicaragua in the I920's 
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the tide of their struggle. They continué to carry forward the revolu- 
tionary traditions of many decades of resistance and revolution. 
Nothing can stop the forward march of this courageous people. 
The Salvadorian people carry with them the powerful solidarity of 
the working and progressive people of the whole world. 

Victory to the revolutionary struggle of the Salvadorian people! D 

(Reprinted from the April 20, 1981 issue of The Workers' Advócate, Volume 
11. Number5.) 
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The Guatemalan people 

are shaking the military 

dictatorship 

All across Central America the people are rising up in revolutionary 
struggle. The fascist dictatorships propped up by U.S. imperialism 
are reeling under the hammer blows of the revolution. In Nicaragua 
the Somoza regime, the allegedly "invincible" watchdog of U.S. neo- 
colonialism, has been overthrown. In El Salvador, the revolutionary 
struggle continúes to shake the U.S.-backed military government to 
its foundations despite the massive efforts of U.S. imperialism to 
crush the struggle. As well, the working masses of Guatemala are ad- 
vancing on the road of revolution against the bloodthirsty military dic- 
tatorship of the U.S. puppet, General Romero Lucas Garcia. 

The Guatemalan people have boldly escalated their struggle over 
the past couple of years. All across the country, the workers and peas- 
ants have taken up arms against the oppressive regime. In the early 
months of 1981 alone, hundreds of actions were undertaken by the 
armed revolutionaries. Attacks have been launched against the pa- 
trols and convoys of the fascist government troops as well as on a 
number of military installations. The armed masses have succeeded 
in inflicting hundreds of casualties on the government forces. Re- 
cently the liberation fighters took control of over 63 towns and farms 
of the big landowners in the southern coastal región while in the 
western highlands dozens of towns were wrested from the control of 
the U.S.-backed dictatorship. 

The workers and peasants have also stepped up their struggle 
against the severe exploitation imposed on them by the U.S. and 
other foreign imperialist corporations as well as the domestic capital- 
ists and landlords tied to them. In March 1980, a massive strike of 
70,000 agricultural workers was organized which forced the govern- 
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ment to raise the mínimum wage for workers in this sector. During 
the strike the workers, who had armed themselves with machetes and 
poles, occupied many sugar milis and plantations and paralyzed the 
entire sugar and cotton production. Aiong with this there have been 
periodic strikes in the cities. 

In order to crush the popular revolt, the fascist ruling dique of Gen- 
eral Lucas Garcia has carried out a countrywide campaign of savage 
terror and repression. Since the regime carne to power in 1978, it has 
murdered some 5,000 workers, peasants and other opponents of the 
government. Government troops roam the countryside, burning the 
homes and villages of the peasants and organizing mass executions. 
In one such incident this February, the government executed 80 peas- 
ants in the village of Hacienda las Lomas. 

The fascist government assassins have also been actively trying to 
intimídate the workers' movement in the cities. Trade unión leaders 
are regularly arrested and shot, such as a whole series of organizers 
at the U.S. imperialist Coca Cola plant who were killed during the 
1979-80 period. Last year also saw the infamous massacre of unarmed 
Indian peasants who, while occupying the Spanish embassy, were 
burned to death along with embassy personnel. 

The fascist gangsters of the Lucas regime are only able to carry out 
their war against the Guatemalan people due to the tremendous sup- 
port being given to them by U.S. imperialism. The terrorist army and 
pólice forces of Guatemala have for decades been armed and trained 
by the U.S. government. 

In 1977, at the height of Carter's "human rights" fraud, certain 
military aid programs were suspended for purposes of deception. 
However even in this period U.S. imperialism was selling armaments 
to the Guatemalan fascists through both government and prívate 
sources. The U.S. imperialists have also been busily mobilizing their 
allies to step up their aid. The Israeli zionists, the guardián of U.S. in- 
terests in the Middle East, have become a principal arms supplier, 
and imperialist Japan has made its contribution too. Recently it was 
announced that the reactionary Argentine government will give the 
huge amount of $22 million in military aid to the Guatemalan military 
dictators. Moreover the U.S. imperialists have never cut off the AID 
(Agency for International Development) funds to the Lucas regime 
which in 1979 provided $22 million to facilítate the exploitation of the 
masses by the reactionary ruling classes and U.S. imperialism. 

Thus, the Carterite "human rights" policy was a mere ploy to hide 
the Cárter administration's bloodstained hands. 
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As for the Reagan administration, it is quite clear from its rapid es- 
calaron of U.S. troops and aid to the terrorist junta in El Salvador that 
it will spare no efforts to bolster the Guatemalan fascists. Even before 
taking office Reagan officials met on several occasions with the Lucas 
government to assure them of his support. 

U.S. imperialism is desperately trying to extinguish the revolution- 
ary movement in order to preserve its system of neo-colonial plunder 
and enslavement in Guatemala. Ever since the notorious United Fruit 
Company carne to Guatemala at the turn of the century, the U.S. im- 
perialist companies along with the local big capitalists and big land- 
owners have reaped fabulous profits through the ruination and im- 
poverishment of the workers and peasants. Today over 70% of the 
land is owned by the big landowners including the U.S. company Del 
Monte. The big landowners have forced the peasants onto the worst 
land where they cannot produce enough to live. Thus the peasants, in 
order to survive, must periodically migrate to the big plantations 
where they are worked up to 15 hours a day for three dollars in wages. 
The U.S. imperialist companies in the industrial sector are also 
reaping fantastic wealth from the super-exploitation of the Guatemal- 
an workers. Typical wages for a factory worker are scarcely better 
than the agricultural workers, and unemployment is over 30%. 

As well, the imperialist monopolies have moved in to rob the natu- 
ral resources of the country. In recent years a huge nickel mining op- 
eration has been set up as a joint venture between U.S. and Canadian 
companies. The Texaco oil monopoly has set up operations to pump 
60,000 barréis of oil a day, while other oil barons such as Standard Oil 
of California and Marathón Oil are securing concessions and setting 
up operations as well. 

In order to protect its profits, U.S. imperialism has propped up a 
series of military regimes since 1954. Over 2,000 army officers and 
some 30,000 pólice have been trained by the U.S. These forces, who 
are also armed to the teeth by the U.S. imperialists, have murdered 
over 25,000 people since 1966 according to conservative estimates. 

Besides rigging up a series of military dictatorships, U.S. imperial- 
ism has also undertaken the most brazen direct intervention. In 1954, 
the American government organized the overthrow of the Arbenz 
government which had nationalized some land owned by the United 
Fruit Company. In this operation the CÍA organized a 200-man forcé 
to invade Guatemala whiíe American pilots bombed the cities until 
Arbenz surrendered. In the 1966-68 period, U.S. troops participated 
in counterinsurgency operations against the people's uprising which 
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included the napalming of villages by U.S. pilots. 

Many times the U.S. imperialists and their puppet dictators have 
tried to crush the Guatemalan people. But they will never be able to 
stop the Guatemalan people's desire to free themselves from the 
severe oppression of imperialist domination and local reaction. Today 
the working masses of Guatemala, ínspired by the glorious example 
of the neighboring peoples in Nicaragua and El Salvador, are march- 
ing on the same road of revolutionary struggle. D 

(Reprinted from the April 20, 1981 issue of The Workers ' Advócate, Volume 
ll,Number5.) 
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PCT (Dominican Republic) and MLP.USA Issue: 



Joint Communique 

in solidarity with 

the people of El Salvador 

In the friendly discussions held in the course of the last ten days, 
the Marxist-Leninist Party of the USA and the Partido Comunista 
del Trabajo [Communist Party of Labor] have analyzed the present 
situation in El Salvador. Both organizations hold that the Christian- 
Democratic junta of José Napoleón Duarte is intensifying the misery 
of and unleashing terrorism against the people, while it serves as a 
brazen accomplice of the interventionist and aggressive activities 
which the imperialist government of Ronald Reagan is carrying out 
in El Salvador and all of Central America, activities in which the 
governments of Venezuela, Guatemala and Honduras are also 
treacherously participating. 

All this has caused the intensification of the exploitation and op 
pression against the Salvadorian people against whom the genocidal 
junta has unleased a wave of violence which has already resulted in 
thousands of deaths, prisoners, "missing persons," exiled, and per- 
secuted, as well as in the creation of a dangerous situation which 
may lead to a large-scale intervention by the troops of U.S. imperial- 
ism and its puppets. 

The MLP and the PCT [Partido Comunista del Trabajo] hail the fact 
that neither the demagogy, ñor the genocide of the Christian-Demo- 
cratic junta, ñor the growing imperialist intervention have been able 
to stop the Salvadorian people's insurrection which already extends 
over most of the country, while the junta is sinking, having been dis- 
credited nationally and internationally, and being prey to internal 
conflicts and divisions which are becoming ever more pronounced. 

The triumph of the heroic people of El Salvador is foreseeable. But 
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it is necessary to be on the alert because there are forces at the 
service of the above-mentioned enemies, which like social-democracy 
grouped in the Socialist International, are plotting and conspiring 
against this triumph. They have been promoting the fraudulent 
proposition of the "political solution." But with this they are propos- 
ing a "political solution" at the point of the bayonets of U.S. impe- 
rialism and based on the continuation of the unbearable tyranny of 
the bloodstained oligarchy. 

Faced with the reality described above, the Marxist-Leninist Party 
of the USA and the Partido Comunista del Trabajo have decided to 
express publicly their determination to: 

— Condemn the criminal junta of José Napoleón Duarte and its 
henchmen for all the suffering they have brought on the brother 
people of El Salvador and for the anti-national and sellout course that 
they have pursued in order to maintain the grave situation which 
they have created; 

— Repudíate the acts of aggression and intervention by the govern- 
ment of the United States which is feverishly preparing a large-scale 
armed intervention, aimed not only at the Salvadorian people but also 
at the people of Nicaragua, Guatemala, and of the whole región; 

— Militantly support the heroic revolutionary war of the people of 
El Salvador; salute the just determination of this people to take up 
arms to face up to the criminal violence of its internal and external 
enemies and to courageously fight for achieving its independence, 
its progress and its freedom, thus contributing to the advance of the 
revolution on an international scale; 

— Denounce any attempt to frústrate with deceptive maneuvers the 
triumph of the brother people of El Salvador. 

The Political Commission of the Central Committee 
of the Partido Comunista del Trabajo (Dominican Republic) 

Delegation of the Central Committee 
of the Marxist-Leninist Party of the USA 

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 
April 9, 1981 

(Reprinted from the April 20, 1981 issue of The Workers' Advócate, Volume 
11. Number5.) 
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'The People of El Salvador Have Taken Up the Gun' 

(From the Boston Branch of the MLP.USA) 
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CHORUS: (two times) 

So wage a mighty struggle. against imperialist war! 

Vicíory to the revolution. in El Salvador! 

Well juntas can be bought and sold, with guns and luxury, 
But the people o/El Salvador, will not take slavery. 

The people of El Salvador, have taken up the gun, 

And now they have the itnperialists, and their puppets on the run. 

CHORUS (two times) 

Some people say you cannotjight, the rich 'cause they 're too strong, 
But we remember Viet Nam, where the people wrote a victory song. 

Oh, Salvadorian people, you do not stand alone, 

The American people will fight to smash, imperialism right at home! 

CHORUS (two times) 




An MLP cultural grou'pperjbrming unti-imperialist songs at the Boston mass 
üeirítniMratiqn uJ'March 21. 19H1. 
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'U.S. Imperialism, Get Out of El Salvador!' 

From the Union of Anti-lmperialist Students (Büffalo) 
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Workcrsand peasants. gunsin hand, rise upin massto take a stand To 
-£ tu E, ^_fi <y c 




JliJ'Ujl 



^ 




-©» 

gainst the for-ces of re-ac-tion a rev-o - hi-tion hasbeenborn. 
sniash the fas - cist Duarte dique and drive imperialism from their land. So 
CHORUS- E, , C P a 



g I [i 

U é, é 



±2» 



- * 4 4 



$ 



migh-ty storm a-gainst ag-gres-sive im-peri-alist war, The 
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peo-pie of the world are ri-sing to de-mand: US- get out of El Sal-va-dor! 

The people of El Salvador, have raised a mighty storm. 
Against theforces ofreaction, a revolution has been born. 

Workers and peasants, guns in hand, rise up in mass to take a stand, 
To smash the fascist Duarte dique, and drive imperialism from their\ 
land. 

CHORUS: 

So raise a mighty storm, against aggressive imperialist war. 
The people ofthe world are rising to demand: U.S. GET OUT OF EL 
SALVADOR! 

Reagan is preparingfor war, 'gainst revolution in El Salvador, 

To deferid the interests of imperialism, just like Cárter did befare. 

Just like they did in Viet Nam, U. S. imperialism tries again, 
Sending weapons, funds and Green Berets, again we jiglit to smash 
their plans! 

CHORUS 
44 
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